The Embassy of the United States of America and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) consider their international adoptions responsibilities very important and are committed to developing and maintaining outstanding relationships with their Kazakhstani partners. We are writing to clarify U.S. criminal background checks of prospective adoptive parents.

As you may be aware, USCIS is responsible for approving prospective adoptive parents for inter-country adoptions. By law and regulation, the application process requires a home study by a licensed social worker and a check of the state child abuse registry (both of which may involve fingerprinting and namechecks), as well as a separate criminal background check by the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) on every adult household member. The FBI check typically includes matching the fingerprints against all criminal convictions and arrest records that are submitted by the local, state and federal police.

Once the criminal check is completed and application is approved, USCIS provides the prospective adoptive parents with Form I-171H with expiration dates of the checks and USCIS approval and forwards a cable to a Consulate overseas. A copy of the I-171H is a part of the required adoption dossier submitted to the Embassy of Kazakhstan in the U.S.

Given the process described below, you should feel assured that USCIS-approved U.S. citizen prospective adoptive parents have been properly screened for criminal backgrounds.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Consular Section if you require any additional information on this matter.

Consular Section U.S. Embassy

Phone #: 3272-504888

Fax #: 3272-504884

Email: AdoptionsAlmaty@state.gov

